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Dear Friends of Galcom:                                                  May 2015 

 
Productive Kingdom Partnership In Albania 

 
So from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, I have fully 

proclaimed the gospel of Christ.  (Romans 15:19b NIV) 
 
As noted last month, the ancient name for Albania during Roman times was 
Illyricum.  As our theme Scripture indicates, the early foundations of 
Christianity were laid there by the Apostle Paul during his mission endeavors 
in the first century.   Since then, this long-suffering people has all too often 
endured harsh, oppressive rulers and despotic regimes.  Most recently, this 
took the form of the brutally cruel Stalinist regime led by the deranged Marxist 
leader, Enver Hoxha. 
 
Fortunately, change for the better arrived in Albania in the form of free 
elections held in March of 1992. Since then, Western-style freedoms and  
market-driven economic reforms have taken hold.  More importantly, the 
church of Jesus Christ began to recover from decades of intense persecution 
and the Christian message began to be proclaimed by radio over the 
airwaves. 
 
Pastor Cimi Baraku was quick to seize the opportunity to become a Christian 
broadcaster, and he founded Radio Emanuel in Korca (also spelled Korce) 
back in 2002.  Tragically, Pastor Cimi unexpectedly went home to be with the 
Lord in 2005, and his son Tani became general manager.  Under Tani’s 
leadership,  he and his wife Eftali have put together a committed broadcast 
staff of technicians and ON AIR presenters while also developing an 
attractive, informative Christian format.  Through their dedicated, consistent 
efforts and with Galcom’s technical assistance, Radio Emanuel has become a 
dependable beacon of faith, hope and love in Albania’s southeast region.  
 
Through the generosity of Galcom partners, more than 6,000 solar-powered 
radios locked onto Radio Emanuel’s clear FM signal have been sent to 
Albania. Galcom-sponsored teams have been instrumental in handing out 
these radios to Albanians who need the assurance of God’s love for them 
through Christ.  A network of four repeater stations has been built for greater 
signal coverage and the Tosk Albanian Bible has been recorded in audio 



form.  Current faith goals call for Radio Emanuel to expand it’s reach beyond 
Korca into Gjirokaster, a nearby city of 20,000 people. 
 
Tani and Eftali Baraku were recently rewarded for their dedication and their 
impact in Albania by receiving a well-deserved excellence in broadcast media 
award from the National Religious Broadcasters.* Tani, who was the keynote 
speaker at last month’s annual Galcom Partner Appreciation Banquet in 
Tampa**, recently wrote us regarding his view of the Galcom-Radio Emanuel 
partnership: 
 
Galcom International has been a great partner of our ministry since the very 
beginning in 2002.  Many people have been able to listen through the 
airwaves to our radio station from the small pre-tuned radios we have 
distributed.  Thousands of radios have been distributed in Korca's region. We 
are thankful to Galcom for partnering with us. Our last collaboration was the 
production of the full audio Bible in Albanian, the first production of this kind in 
Albania. Pretty soon Albanians will be able to listen both to our radio and to 
the Bible. Our future plans are to partner together in reaching more area in 
the south of Albania. Please, continue to pray for our ministry. Thank you for 
the great work you are doing and God bless you! 
 
Thank you, Galcom partners, for your faithful prayers and gifts that 
make Galcom’s growing global outreach possible.  Donations may be 
made by check to Galcom and sent to the above address, or visit 
www.galcomusa.com/Donatenow.htm and follow the prompts to make a 
donation online.  If you would like to consider going on a future Galcom 
international missions trip, please contact the office. 
 
For the unreached, 
 
Tom Blackstone 
Exec. Director 
 
*See http://www.galcomusa.com/pdf/March2015Eltr.pdf 
**See http://www.galcomusa.com/pdf/April2015Eltr_Banquet.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Since beginning in Korca in 2002, Radio Emanuel 
has sought to reach Albanians for Christ with radio 

In 2005, Tani & Eftali Baraku brought passionate, 
diligent & capable leadership to Radio Emanuel 

Tani & Efti have trained a talented group of ON AIR 
presenters like Kela, Jonida and Kletia shown here 

Galcom assisted Radio Emanuel with a network 
of repeater stations to expand its signal coverage 

Galcom distribution teams worked alongside Radio 
Emanuel personnel in handing out fix-tuned radios 

If youth truly hold the key to Albania’s future, then 
for them to have Galcom radios is a good thing J 

  

 

 

  


