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Returning with 
Songs of joy 

 

For the second time in two years, a joint Grace Family Church-Galcom USA short-term missions 
team to Mexico was given the amazing privilege to distribute the first personally held audio 
Scriptures to an indigenous people group.*  On Sept. 22, a group of 10 eager participants, 
supported by your prayers and gifts, left Tampa for the highlands of Oaxaca, Mexico with 150 
durable, solar-rechargeable audio Bibles. 
 
Our guide in Mexico was career missionary Jim Loker.** This time the focus for audio Bible 
distribution was a unreached people group of approximately 9,000: The Mixteco of Ocotepec.*** 
Though this group’s New Testament was translated in 1977, there were still very few believers 
since they learn orally and do not read.****  After waiting for more than 2,000 years, the Scriptures 
are finally accessible to this people group in their heart language!  
 
Normally these teams are sowing the seed of God’s Word via solar 
radios or audio Bibles, and after a time of incubation, local Christian 
workers like our host Pastor Tranquilino***** get to reap the 
harvest.  This time, however, perhaps due to extra prayer from our 
intercessors and/or the pastor’s diligent efforts prior to our arrival, 
our team personally saw 14 salvations among this people group!  
 
The trip to Mexico was so impactful that team leader Mauricio 
Chicas was moved to write some inspiring prose for the team:  "When they ask you (about your 
trip), tell them you have walked amongst the clouds. Tell them we were so high in the mountains 
we could see the clouds looming down on us as if to witness the work being done. And then they 
(the clouds) rained down as if to water the seeds we had just planted.” 
 

	
	

There may be as many as 6,000,000 oral-learning indigenous 
people speaking 89 official languages (not counting dialects) in 

Mexico.	
Pray for: 

• the audio Bibles the team left in Mexico to work 
well for many years 

• the new Mixteco believers to be strong and 
diligent in their faith 

• Pastor Tranquilino & his team to 
nurture them & reach many more 

• the 2 other small fellowships we 
encountered to grow & expand 

• the recording studio to produce 
audio New Testaments in other 
dialects 

Intercessors’ corner 

	

Dear Friends of Galcom, 

Those who go out… carrying seed to sow, 
will return with songs of joy, carrying 
sheaves with them.  (Ps. 126:6 NIV) 

9 received the Lord in this house 



	

Pastor	Tranquilino	hears	his	own	
voice	proclaiming	God’s	word	

Team	Leader	Mauricio	explains	
how	to	use	the	audio	Bible	

Fritz,	David	&	Jim	pray	for	80	yr	
old	who	received	Christ	

Other team members’ heartfelt reflections: 
  
The Mission to Ocotepec, Oaxaca was just outstanding; seeing these Mixteco people 
hear the Word of God in their own language for the first time was overwhelming to 
witness; it is an experience no one should miss doing at least once in their lifetime. - 
Pastor Fritz Ruhe  
 
I’ve been a Christian all my life. I feel I know God, but at times I feel so empty or 
disconnected. I couldn’t figure it out; I thought maybe I wasn’t going to church enough 
or reading my Bible enough.  It felt like I was going through the motions. In 2011 a 
negative experience shut down the love and light inside which left me feeling “off”, 
not myself, faking it at times, stressed. While in Mexico, our team was overwhelmed by a 
loving, generous, self sacrificing Mixteco people in the mountains of Oaxaca. Their 
love and generosity was contagious. It felt so good to love on strangers I had never 
met, so comfortable. I was willing to change, allowing my heart to be vulnerable and 
love people again. I’ll tell you I feel worlds of difference, so much peace, less stress 
because I’m obeying God-. It’s so simple. 1 John 4:7, 1 John 4:19, John 15:17 -Sarah Doering  
 
This experience truly blessed our group. As the people received their audio Bibles and 
heard God’s word in their own language for the first time,  a smile would come over 
their faces. Priceless!  Although it was difficult to leave them, we know that we left 
them with a gift that would bless for them a lifetime-  Michael & Michelle Thompson 

On our last day in the mountains, after 4 ½ days with Pastor Tranquilino & his dedicated helpers, these 
wonderful people told us through translation “Please come again! You helped us do what we want to do 
but cannot do because our resources are limited... We will never forget you or what we have done 
together here.”  At that point, there was not one dry eye among either the Mixtecos or the Americans.  
 
Thank you, Galcom partners for your prayers and gifts.  The Lord is 
using them to reach hearts and change lives for His glory.  For more 
information please visit our website via http://www.galcomusa.com/. 

 For the Unreached, 
 
Tom Blackstone, 
Exec. Director 

 
Your gifts are tax-deductible to the maximum extent allowed by law 
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* see http://www.galcomusa.com/pdf/Nov2016Eltr.pdf 
**Jim & his wife Jamie are slated to speak at our annual 
banquet next March. 
***An unreached people group has less than 2% of its 
population who have accepted Jesus Christ as personal 
savior. 

****Earlier this year, the Lokers' studio completed the audio 
recording of this New Testament. 
 *****Tranquilino came to the Lord years ago listening to the 
Bible translator and learned to read his language.  He was 
imprisoned for his faith on 10 separate occasions but refused to 
renounce Christ. 

	

Praying in Bible 
warehouse for 
recording of   
more written 
New Testaments										
è	


